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HEREDITY AND HEALTH
e ——
THE VIEWS ©F FAMILY DOCTORS
AND LIFE INSURANCE MEN,

Modorn Theortes ns to (he Possibility of
Toberiting Disesse=Tlho New Bellef in
Rogard to Tubercolostsmtusanity Is
Not & Maclerinl IMaense.

Upon few questions liave modienl
men been so divided as upon the Pt
bility of Iuleriting dlsease. Oplnion
on this subject Lus undergone much
chinge within  the last  Gfteon or
tWatity years, Lut evep to«day doe-
WS ure not unaulmous on the sub-
Jeet,  Then, again, there Is snother
cluss of seientifle people who theo
rize regarding the phenomenn of phys.
leal We and conduct Inboratory exper-
lonts,  These men call themselves
blologlats, and they are nufuestion-
#bly n learnod lot. Yet thelr conclu-
glons are often different from those
reachied by the physlclans. In gen-
eral, It may be sald that Dlologists
incline to accept Welssmann’s doc-
frine that acquired tralts cannot be
ransmitted to progeny, while medl-
€al men, though differing ns to detalls,
have more or less contfidenca In the
possibility of inheriting plhiyslcal In-
frmities,

The discovery of bacteria ns the
cause of most maladies has had a
revolutlonary Influence upon the old
doctrine of inheritance regarding tu-
bereulosis. Once It was belleved that
& whole family was hopelessly doomed
If elther of the parcnts died of this dis-
eage. “Wo have ripped that notlon
up the back,” sald the medienl ad-
viser of a leading insurnnce company
the other day. “Phthisls is 4 contag-
lous digense, and results from nssocla-
tion with a vietlm of that trouble, I
should sooner look for It in the hus-
band than in the chlld of a woman
who was thus affected.”

The doctor who passes on the appll-
eations made to another company put
the case less radleally, He attached
some lmportance to the fact that par-
ents had died of consumption, Even
granting that it is purely n contagloug
malondy, offepring sometimes appear to
inherit a susceptibility or an abnor-
mally low power of resistance toit. It
18 asserted that even when the chil-
dren of tuberculosls parents arp wide-
Iy separated In thelr youth, and grow
up apart, a larger percentage of them
develop the discase than that of other
people’s ¢hlldren. The préponderance
18 not marked, perhaps, but there are
those who belleve that it exists, This
same expert remarked, however, that
formerly his company Qld not regard
a8 man reasonably safe from inherited
consumption untll he was forty years
old, whereas they would take him now
with little hesitation at thirty-five, If
he then showed no signs of the mal-
ady. Both theory and praetlee nre un.
degolng slow changes on this polaot,
apparently.

Insanity is not regarded as o bacter-
fal digease, and yet It has a physical
basis, The braln undergoes iocal or
general changes In structure. The dls-
order cannot be acquired by associa-
tion with other vietims of it, but many
experts belleve in the possibillty of In-
heriting a tendency to insanity and its
first cousin, epllepsy, Doctors recog-
nize what they call the “insane dia-
thesls” or a predisposition to Insanity,
and then take a good deal of stock in
the notion that this is an inherited
weakness, Most life insurance com-
panies diserlminate sharply agalnst
applicants whose ancestry exhiblts
two or three cascs of lnsanlty, or one
of Insanity and one of epllepsy.

Cancer is another afilletlon which
was once belleved to be transmissible
to offspriog, but that view of it 1s now
almost entirely abandoned. Occasion-
ally there are cases of death from
this eanse in mother or father and son
only a few years apart. But, sugges-
tive as such a coincidence 1s, doctors
do not nll interpret it dlike, One of the
leading life Insurance companies of
this country, which puts its terms up
where consumption or insanlty ap-
pears in the parents' or grandparents’
bistory, ignores cancer except In the
applicant himself,

These are the three diseases to which
the most attention Is given by these
companies in considering the Infirm-
itles of parents and grandparents.
8till, it is-asserted that lack of long-
evity, Bright's disense and other
slgns of wenkness appear to be char-
acteristic of some families and not of
pthers. There ls lttle evidence of the
{nheritance of a predisposition to apo-
plexy. Indeed, this trouble, which 18
due primarily to o wenkness of the
walls of the arteries, has been found
to be about equally characteristic of

i g whose welght is abnormally
great and those who are abnormally
light.

A great deal hus been written of al-
coholism apd heredity. Some of the
pxpressions on this subject are ex-
travagant and misleading, It is par-
tieularly Interesting to note whether
drunkenness or other moral failings
Jdevelop In parents before or after
thelr children were born, In the lat.
ter case hevedity would seem 10 afford
an Inadequate explanation of bad hab-
its or dlsease. Nevertheless, there s
mueh evidence that in one way or an-
other immorality affects offspring. It
‘does so chiefly by impairing the phyi-
gto of the latter, and ravely

suranee comupaiiles pay NHitle attention
ta aleobiollsm In the parvents of apalk
eanis, not beeause they have no falil
In its lutlnences, but bBocsuss they can

recogniee the Intter In  undersize,
light welght, nervous wenkpess  of
other pecullnrities of the children,

Bucli characterlsticns serve g8 a more
usefnl gulde,

Perhaps the firmest hallovers In the
old Mosale declaration about the “sing
of the fathers” are medical practition-
ort ln towns of moderate sige, family
physiclans who know grandparents,
parents and children soeluliy ns wall
nn professionally. Thelr observation
almost Invarlably convinces them not
only that moral Infirmitles are trans-
lnted Into physieal wenkness in the
seoond and third generations, but nlvo
that maladies which are In no seuse

thelr lmpress on the young, Very
ofton this effect 1a nothing more than
a predisposition, which, onee reoog-
nized and dealt with In time, may be
skilifully antagonized by dlet, exercise
and environment.—New York Tribune.

BLIND MERCHANT IS HANDY,

Onrl Walls Never Baw the Light, Yet Ia n
Suecesaful Grocer,

There Is a small store on the corner
of Houth avenue and Clover street,
where are rold lee  eream, canned
goods, “package groceries” and the
various other things which go to make
up the ordinary stock of such an es-
tablishment, There are hundreds of
other stores in Byracuse exactly llke

the persounlity of the storckeeper, a
young tman of twenty-one, who is to-
tally blind.

If you were to see Carl Wells mov-
ing briskly about, wailting on custom-
eérs and never making a mistake In
finding the right article or in maklng
change, you wonld find It diffieult to
reallze that the world has been dark
to him from the bour of his birth, Al
though his father and mother are Loth
endowed with eyesight, a strange fatal.
ity seems to hang over thelr ehildren,
for Mr, Wells has a brother and a sls
ter also afflicted with congenital blind-
ness In the cnse of all three, the op-
tic nerve Is paralyzed, and no light af-
fects the retina, so that the blindness
is quite lrremedinble.

“There 18 a long Latln pame for it
Dr. Brown told me, but I don't remems-
ber it," sald Mr. Wells to a Herald re-
porter. “But then, of course, I don't
mlss my eyed ag any one would swho
had had them and lost them. When
I was a child I made up my mind that
I must learn: to do things for myself,
for If you walt for some one else to
help you, you generally have to walt
a long while, and I am fortunate In
having a strong sense of locatlon. I
alwaoys put my own goods In thelr
places on the ghelves and then I don't
have the least diffienlty in finding
them, Onee 1 kpow how the outslde
of any special package feels, I know
It for keeps. Of course, If some one
were to disarrange my work and put
things out of place, I ghould be com-
pletely lost."—Syracuse Herald.

Abaundoned Bchoolhousge to & Ghost,

A ghost has recelved official recog-
pition in the action of Trustee Jesse
Martin, of Jackson township, of Car-

tract for the erection of a new school
building in the Walnut Grove distriet.

Several years ago Amer Green was
Iynehed by o mob for the murder of
his sweetheart, Luella Mabbitt, the
hanging taking place nt a walnut tree
in the Walout Grove schoolyard. Sinee
then the children have been filled with
superstitious terror In regard to the
place, and the once large school dwin-
dled to two pupils last winter, and
after a few weeks' effort to get others
to attend, school was dismissed,
Strange stories were told about the
place, Green's ghost was reported to
have been seen, and the teachers re-
ported that they heard unexplainable
sounds about the bLullding. The wal-
nut tree, before then a large and
thrifty one, never bore follage after
the lyonehing, and stood a bleak re-
minder of the tragedy.

No teacher could be found to accept
the school for next winter, and in re-
sponse to the Inslstent demands of thy
pittrons a pew bullding will be erect-
ed a ghort distance away, the old site
being abandoned.—Indianapolis Jour-
nal

2 Carrlod Kittons With His Teeth.

Btradley I8 three years old and a
polite young man, as is Indleated by
the fact that he gravely doffs his hat
when meeting a woman with whom he
s acqualnted. Ile also believes that
In some things nature's way Is the
better.

A family of kittens came to Strad-
ley's home, much to his delight. He
carried onc of the kittens about with
him and marveled much that the kit-
ten should ery.

The other day he gaw the mother
cat carrylng a kitten In her month,
and o great lght broke on Stradley,
That afternoon he walked solemnly in
to the house, holding n strugzling kit-
ten firmly between his teoth.

“Why, Stradiey,” said his mother,
“yon should not carry poor kitty that
way."

“No?" sald the litile man, and then
afded: “Why, it's mamma does”—

New York Mall and Express

by ecauslng auy spocial Qscane In-

rolated to Immorality sometimes leave |

this one, but it Is unlgue because of |

roll County, Ind., when he gave a con- |
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A Compromise~fndly Lacking=The He-

wird of Persovorance=Frovisloned=A
| Useloss Adjunct=The Hesponsibiliiy-=
| Midalr Apprebeustan—Hapoful, Kie.

“Will you give me u wtenm yseht
! When I am married to you Jack?™
The youth waas wise, and, like a shoty
Gave her o little smaoci!

"'ltif'.

Badly Lacking,
Baby Swellkid (o friend)="How
awkwardly that common chlld walka™
! Friend—"Yeus; she Las no carriage at
-Inll!"—(.‘l:lm,-:n Nowe,
|

The Bowaril of Mersevorunce.
“Why, I dido’t think you jutended to
epcournge him,"
“Well, 1 didn*t at first, but It wns
Impossible to discournge him!"—Puclk,

T'rovisloped,

“d Httle Jim enjoy that ehlldren's |

party
“1 guess so. e wonsn't hungry untll
the next afternoon at four o'clock. =
| Puck,

A Useless Adjunect.
Asenm—="What's the
new story?”
|  Wright—"1dea"?
{It's a soclety
Press,

Idea In your
Why, it hasn't any,
novel."—hiladelplin

| The Responsiblility.

| Bhe="DId It over oceur to you what

| poor talkers the mén are?”

| He="Did you ever cousider that It
{s the women who teach hables to say

| things?"'—Boston Transcript.

Midaly Apprehension,
{ Piaching Bog—*“Say, It is sllly for
you to wear your headlight en be-
| hind."

Lightning Bug—"Not at all. I'm aw-
fully nervous about rearend cols
lslons,"

Hopeful,

He—"Do yon supposs we will ever
have enough to get warried on?"

She—"8urely. Why, Jack, we don't
need a million. A eouple of lmdred
thousand will do to start on"-Detrolt
Free Press,

Giad of 11,

*I read somewhers the other day
that the Amerlean people spond §15,-
Q00,000 a year for golf.”

“"Good!
they didn’t blow It in that way
‘ might spend It on fireworks."

they

Quite Out of It.

Mrs. Bluegore—"But they are
fashlionable, are they not:”

Mrs. Bwellman—"Fashlonable? Most
assuredly note.  Why, they permit the
| care of thelr ehildren to Interfere with
thelr soclal obligations,"—Phlladelphia
Press,

None Ever Loat,
“People will tind raunle.”

{ "It seems Inberent lu bhumon na-
ture.”
“The sarprising part 18 so much

| fault is found woben so few seem to
lose any of their fanlts"—DPhiladelphia
Times.

Helping Him to Like.

“Yes," he sald, with a deprecating
sweep of the hand, “this I8 a very
small world, after all.”

*1 know It,” she replied; “sometimes
It really astonishies me that you can
back up or turn around on it without
| glipplng  over the edge."—Chicago
Ltecord-Herald.

| Justined,
“So you didn't think,

lmet " ghe sald, with an aréh smile,

| y g i s

| “that I was beautital? Way?"

| *I had heard several of your lady
friends say you were ‘such a nlee,

[ sweet lttle thing,’ ™ he replled,
After that she paturally bad lesa

conlldence In lergelf,

before we

1 « The Price of Knowledge,

“I sent away a dollur,” she sadly
sald, “to a party In New York who
offered to tell for that amount how
to make the guests ol summer resoria
love your children™

“Oh, did you?' her friend nsked,
“What do you have to do?”

“Leave them -at bhome!"—Chlcago
Record-Herald.

Self-LEsleom,

“Yes," gald the youungster's mother,
“Mr. Bliggins. insists that oud boy Is
going to grow up to be a wonderfully
intellectual and esthnable man,”

“That Is ounly a natursl parental
pride”

“Perhaps. I am pot quite sure
whether it s parental pride or bellef
In hevedity."—Washington Star,

Well Fixed.

“Put, mamimy," sald the beautiful
South Americsn Lelress, “do you be-
lieve I will hinve any trouble in beng
recelved in society In the United
Btates?"

*1 don't see why,” answersd ber
mother. “You have plenty of money
gnd you ean make the best of them
look ke smail chavge when N comes
to belng a daungliter of the Fevolutlon”
~ludlanapolls Su,

I'm giad to hear it If|

| Inrdge 0 song you must

very |

tC

. a continnons and unbroken line

E————EEEEEE———————

COOD POPULAR SONCS SCARCE,

—

Oreat Nits Fow Nowaduys, Although
Musio Pabilabhars Are Hustling,

*It 1& pinguiae, but troe” sald o
musie pubitisher, “that there are very
forw blg hits ln popular songs nowa-
days, that Is, songs that lave reachid
the millon mark 1o poles, such pe
‘After  the Ball,' *Annle Hooney,'
'hrthlv;r Rall! ‘Down Went Metinty,'
“Iwo Little Girls In Blag' and *Com
rades.” Mnny songs published slneo
then have hoen very popular, to be
sure, but they canuot
with the old-timers,

“Many dealers hnve asked me  the
cnuse of this, but thus far I have been
unable 10 explnin It satlefactorlly. It
g all the strauger when you take Into
conslderation the fact that there are
more singers and better faclililes for
pushing songs than Iu foriner years,

“Years ago a good song would foree
itaelf upon the market. At prosent n
publigher bas to humor the gingers nnd
do n lot of hustling, SBome of the top-
linors réquire pay to slng songs. In
the old days they were only too glad
io get a good ballad, To eailer to the
whims of the singers a publisher must
have at least three plavos 1o his ostal-
Hghment, employ ¢xpert players and
vocullgts to teach the songs, print
profeegloval cards and do a thonsand
other things. You see the compet!-
tion Is keen, and If you shonld hurt
the feelings of nny singer, especially a
min or womnan of reputation, you will
have considerable trouble In making
your sangs popular,

“Publishers linve to take n
chances, too,

lot of
For instance, to popu.
have sHdes
made for stereopticon wviews, This
conts quite a sum. One publisher gpent
£400 to ke pletures for a set of
glides for the song 'Slng Again That
Sweet Befrain' He had to employ o
troupe of colored minstrels, a band
and 4 hall. Fortunately the song made
money and he Al pot lose anything,
There arve other things to contend with,
too, such as lawsults, ete. There wns
o Ispuie over the ownership of one
pong, for Instance, After fighting in
the courts for some time one of the
firms concerned compromized by pay-
ing the other $2000 in cash and the
posts of the sult"—Cleveland Plain
Dealer.

Girla Who Sing Over Hard Waorl,

Young girls In Japan are employed
to perform a task which eannot be
done In the game thue and with the
game ense by any other body of work:
folk in the world, They are engaged
at the different ports In loading the
large steamers with eoal. The conl
barges are swung alongside the vessel,
from stem to stern of which are hung
a series of platforms, the broadest
nearest the base and diminishing as
they rise. On each of these platforms
n girl stands. Men on the barges fill
baskets contalning about two buckets
* coal each, and pass them to the glvl
standing an the lowest plntform. She
pasgses them to the girl above her, and
of
baskets pass Into the vessel from 10
in the morning untll 4 in the after-
noon,

The giris will handle from sixty to
seventy baskets of coal per minute,
and over 1000 tons of coal a day.
This veally arduous toll they perform
as If It were mere play, for they keep
up a muning fire of jokes, and thelr
laughter s continuous, They often
brenk into a song, the notes of which
are clear, welodions and stimulating,
~Chieago Record-Herald.

Enting Loousts,

The I'llipines In Manlla are having
an unexpected feast. It came to
them like the manna to the Israelites,
belng furnished by a ewarm of locusts,
which recently flew over the city. To
these people the locusts are a groeat
delicacy. The Inseets are served dry
or In a pot-pourrk. They are also
ninde Into ples and cakes, and In some
instanceg ground Into powder and
steeped In llquld so as to make a bev-
erage. At tlmes catehing the insects
becomes a very profitable business. In
Manila and the other inrge citles they
sell at $2 a sack, gold, These sacks
hold about a bushel, When dried the
locust can be kept indefinitely. The
natives never eat the grasshoppers
green, but they eat them In every
form, dried or cooked. They eyen car-
ry them in thelr pockets and eat thew
as they would candles and other con-
fections, When drled the locust is
nice and erisp, and tastes something
Uke gingerspaps, Some confestionoers
dress the grasshoppers In  varions
ways, serving him wup oceaslonslly
with chocolate trimmings and coats
of sugar.—New York Post.

Have You Met This Woman 7

Her husband Is all right—but he 13
g0 fat!

Her litlle boy le all right—but he 1s
growing so spindiing!

Her home I8 all right—but the paint
is too light!

Did she like the last lecture at the
elub? Liked what he sald very much
—but his hair was cut so short—like
i prize fighter!

Her new tallor sult iz all right—Bbut
Mrs. Zyz has her cont g ftrifle, the
merest shred, longer, aid It's much
better!

Her new hat ls eleghnt—but If that
ribbon was a shadegd
Boston Hernld,
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Two French physiclagy have mad
experiments which led to the eonelu-
pion that n putritious, meat dlet aud
absolute bodily rest nre the beat menus

of arresting consumption.

Three aluminum elecirle transmis.
glon lines bave recently been Installed
In Italy wedr Noples. The lnes trans-
mit power ut 5300 volta from threes
horse-power turblnes to the valley of
Pomell, to Harne, and te Torre An-
punginti. The lengths of these lines
are two milea, ning miles and two
miles, respoctively.

A eheep ralser In Gtzutlalnumr.l'

County, N. M., is shonring hls sheep’
with power furnlsbed by clectriclty.
He hins ostablished & ¢amp ou the Rock
Island estenslon two milgs from Juan
'uls and 1s there shearing 25,000 sheep,
The machine secores about three-
quarters of a pound more wonl from
each sheep than did the old hand
method, Ope wman can shear 200
shicep o day.

- -

The prise of $200 offered some time (

ago by the Assoclation des Indus-
trielles of France for the best Insu-
lnted glove for electricinns wus won
by Mr. Frang Clouth, of Cologne. The
prize-winnipg glove had an electrieal
pesfatnnee of 52,600 megohms nud In a
break-down test it withstood & pres-
sure of 11,000 volts for three minutes
and 12,200 volts for one minute before
being penetrated. The glave 1s of rub-
ber Uned with tricot.

Geologlete, after a careful study of
the guestion, have given It as thelr
npinion that the new ofl belt, which at
pregent s dolng =o much to boom
Texas, extends from Beanmont down
the Gulf Coast to the mouth of the
Rio Grande and far into Mexico.
Should this prove true, that country
has before It aperlod of prosperity such
ns {ts people never before drenmed of,

work, and are sinking pipedines il
bhundreds of places In the State ofv
Chlhunlina,

Amerlean prospectors are already r‘(j

M. Becquerel reports to the French
Academy of Sclences that ad a result
of carrying In hls pocker for several
months a emall bottle of salts of the
metal radlum hils gkin under the pocket
became conslderably buraed. M, Curle
also reported that the exposure of his

hand to radlo-active material six lmur(

aused a burn which did not heal up’y
for several months,
to burn, therefore, a8 well as in varl-

| ous other characteristles, the radium

rays show analogy to the Xeraye
Fiber pipes and condulte, made from
wood pulp and treated with a8 preserya-
tive, are now befng put In use, After
the usual grinding the pulp 1s washed,
sereened, passed through a heating en-
gine, then sereened again. These op-
erations completed, a thin slieet f the
puip is wound on a core until the de-
sired thickness is secured. After dry-
Ing the tube s treated with a pres
servative, Its ends are then finished
in a lathe to any desived form. It Is
claimed that this produet possesses
the advantages over bored logs of a
homogeneous material throughout, free
from grain, and thoroughly impreg-
niated with the preservative, thus
avolding variations In hardness, dry-
ness and amounts of resinous water,

A Clever FPostefiles THorso.

There Is a clever postoidice horse In
Drooklyn whichh for some thme past
bas been getting double rations, and
will probably continue to do so until
the postofiice men discover bis trick.
From the subestation ot the eorner
of Ninth street and Pifth avenue are
sent ont a number of mali collecting .
carts through the surrounding dis-
trict. When the horses drawing these
carts come In they are driven up In
frout of the statlon to stand untll 1t Is
time for another colleciion. While
thus standing they are fed. ©On the
curb in front of ench horse Is placed
a bag of oats, None of the horses are
tled, for standing Is a part of their
business,

This is'when the horse with a dJouble
appetite has his opportunity ™ per-
form a skillful manceuvre at each
meal, He waits until all thé rations
are distributed, then, paying oo at-
tention to his own allotment, he be-
gins slowly to back. Slowly, but sure-
Iy Le backs Into the horsé below hlm,
which In turn pushes bhrek further and
further untll in a few moments the
¢lever horse lu front who started the

bacgward procession is stnnding in the

place of his neighbor in the rear with
his head in that animal's feadbag.
Then he begins to eut ravenously, fin-
lshes his nelghbor's oats a8 scon as
possible, and steps nimbly back to
Lis own place, eats his own onts, atid
settles contentedly for a stand-up nap
with a well-fed alr of placid innocence,
But the Liorse at the end of the llne
sutffers. That Is no affair of the ¢lever

inventor of the scheme, Lowever.—
New York Times,

A single workman ecan cat GO0
watch glisscs a day. .
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In thelr power '
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